
Dear Torbitt Family, 

It has been a wonderful month at
William Torbitt Primary School.

We celebrated our love for books
during World Book Day on the
3rd of March. Remember, reading
a book to your child and enjoying
a book together develops their
love for reading and will
encourage them to become
lifelong readers. 

In-person events
I am pleased to inform you that
after the holidays we will be
returning to having assemblies in
the hall, trips and welcoming you
back through the doors for
parent meetings and sharing
assemblies. All parent meetings
will now take place face to face
(except 5W on 28th April which
will take place on Zoom).

Thank you 
The generosity of our families has
raised £450.50 during Red Nose
Day and £314.30 during World
Book Day for national and
international charities. Our PTA
raised funds going to good
causes for William Torbitt children
at their 'Someone Special' event
(see page 7).
 
Wider curriculum opportunities
We have revised our timetables
to include more PE lessons in
order to ensure that the
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children do not miss out on
physical exercise that is so
valued as a school. We are also
looking at ways to increase our
extra-curricular provision and to
offer a wider range of clubs. 

More challenge in Maths 
We teach maths through a
curriculum called Mathematics
Mastery following an evidence-
based approach which focuses
on deepening children's
understanding of key concepts.
We regularly observe maths
lessons in addition to monitoring
children’s books. Challenge is
something that we review
throughout this process and will
be an area our staff will be
focussing on in the summer term.

Parent Survey
Thank you to the parents who
responded to the parent survey,
we had over 167 responses. There
were so many positive responses
with 100% of parents ticking
'agree' or 'strongly agree' to the
statement ‘my child is happy at
this school’ and 99% ticking
'agree' or 'strongly agree' to the
statement ‘my child feels safe at
school’. 95% of you stated that
‘my child does well at this
school’.
 
Behaviour and Bullying 
Some of the parents surveyed
were not sure on how we deal
with incidents of unacceptable
behaviour including bullying.



A Safeguarding Newsletter will be sent out to
parents with a summary of our Behaviour
Policy and Anti-bullying Policy. If you have
ever felt that we have not dealt with an
incident to your satisfaction please raise the
concern again. 

Parent Interaction and communication 
We will be having our termly Curriculum
Overview Meetings with parents at the
beginning of the summer term. You will be
invited into school to meet your child's Year
Group Leader and the summer topics will be
shared with you. Using the feedback we get,
we will be delivering a series of workshops
around how we teach phonics, reading and
writing etc. Our children will also be creating
videos on our Calculation Policy to share
with you how we teach mathematical
methods and and deepen understanding. If
you would like further information please
email the admin email to request a phone
call or meeting with the class teacher. We
have invested in a new website which we
hope will be up and running in the summer
term. This will be regularly updated with a
particular revamp of the information around
the curriculum. You can also see snapshots
of our day on our Facebook and Instagram
pages (links on page 8).

I would like to remind all parents that if you
have any suggestions on how we can be
even better, or any concerns you may have,
please do not hesitate to contact us. This
can be done by approaching any of the
Senior Leadership Team at the gates,
through the admin email, by phone or
coming in to see us. You are always
welcome and your views and feedback are
valued. If you want to discuss your child’s
progress outside of the parent's evening
times this can be arranged with the class
teacher.  

To all of our families celebrating Easter,
Happy Easter and if you are fasting,
Ramadan Mubarak.

Mrs Paven Kettory, Head of School

Easter egg!s
The PTA have generously given
every pupil an Easter egg.

We are pleased to announce the new
parent governor, Mr Bahar Shahin. He
was elected on 7th March 2022.

Here is a note from Mr Shahin:

I am a Finance and Procurement
professional who leads contracting and
supplier management for a Russel Group
University to manage multi-million pound
contracts in IT, Estates, Professional
services and Academia.

As a Parent Governor at the school my
aim is to provide strategic advice and
guidance as a critical friend and ensure
that the school provides the best-in-
class engagement with all stakeholders
and delivers the best teaching to all
students to enhance their learning.

Congratulations
Election of Parent Governor

2

Please park

considerately.

Please do not block

residential driveways or

access to Adventures

Day Nursery

Reminder



Red Nose Day 

Thank you to everyone who supported
Red Nose Day on Friday 18th March. We
raised £450.50 to help people live free
from poverty, violence and discrimination.
This includes funding organisations that
are supporting people right now in
Ukraine.

Right Respecting Article 28 & 29

On Monday 1st March, to celebrate
Pancake Day, every child had or will have
the opportunity to eat a pancake and
learn why Shrove Tuesday is celebrated
by some people.

Helpers from Years 4, 5 and 6 made the
batter and then children were invited to
come and help make a pancake and eat
it.

Have a look at the video on our
Instagram page. 

Pancake Day
Right Respecting Article 24

Make sure you are signed up to
Parent Mail to hear all of our
news and keep up to date with
trips and important messages
from The Torbitt Team.

Parent Mail 
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William Torbitt Primary School has built a
Tiny Forest! In collaboration with
EarthWatch and OVO, we were able to
help plant 600 plants from 21 species
including Heather, Holly, Rowan, Oak and
Dog Rose. 

On Tuesday 15th March during British
Science Week, each pupil in Year 3, 4 and
6 worked together to carefully plant a
range of trees and shrubs to form a Tiny
Forest. 

A Tiny Forest is a dense, fast-growing,
native woodland about the size of a
tennis court. These are not only an
attractive location for wildlife but for
people as well and can provide a range
of benefits in the fight against climate
change.  

Earthwatch is an environmental charity
on a mission to protect the natural world
and connect people to it. It is an
international non-profit organisation that
connects citizens with scientists to
improve the health and sustainability of
the planet. The Ovo Foundation is funding
12 Tiny Forests to be planted in areas of
the UK over 2 planting seasons. 

Tiny Forest 

This collaboration will be ongoing with
EarthWatch as research is carried out as
the forest grows into a beautiful carbon-
absorbing space to be enjoyed by the
whole community.

Back in February 2022, William Torbitt
planted 5 trees provided by Redbridge
Council and 250 from NatWest Bank. All
of the trees will be logged towards the
Queen’s Green Canopy Initiative designed
to mark The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 

Louise Hartley, Tiny Forest Programme
Manager at Earthwatch Europe, said: “Tiny
Forest provides rich opportunities for
connecting young and old alike with the
environment and sustainability. It’s vital
that we give people the knowledge and
skills to protect our natural world and
inspire them to take positive action. We
are delighted to be working with Ovo and
William Torbitt Primary School to bring
these inspiring spaces to William Torbitt
Primary School.”



Rights Respecting

Thank you to everyone who supported
World Book Day on Thursday 3rd March.
We raised £314.30 to help change lives
through a love of books and shared
reading.

World Book Day
Right Respecting Article 28 & 29

5

Article 12: Every child has the right to
give their opinion and for adults to listen
and take it seriously.

We are delighted to announce that our
school's first Healthy Eating Day will take
place on Thursday 31st March 2022. 

As your school ambassadors, we are
proud to present this event, which we
hope will encourage both families and
children to maintain a healthy lifestyle.

We aim for this to be a fun-filled event for
the children of our school and our wider
community. 

In order to plan for this, we have put
together a range of exciting events. On
Thursday 31st March 2022 we are inviting
pupils and staff to come to school
dressed up as a fruit or vegetable or to
wear something in the colour of your
favourite fruit. 

Please note, there will be no cost for this
activity! 

At William Torbitt Primary School, we
value the importance of cultural diversity
and would like to use this day to find out
about healthy dishes from around the
world. 

Please do take this opportunity to share
any relevant information with others.
Individual year groups will also be
preparing and tasting their own healthy
food dishes. 

It’s also time for teachers to brush up on
their knowledge of healthy foods. They will
be taking part in a quiz put together by
our the school ambassadors . It’s time to
challenge the teachers! 

Finally, we would like to provide children
with the opportunity to take part in
another competition to design a healthy
food flyer for playtime drinks and snacks. 

The winning design will be used as our
official school poster! We look forward to
seeing everyone in their wonderful
costumes! 

School Ambassadors

Feeding Hungry Minds
Please make sure you have
logged into Feeding Hungry Minds
to top up your child's dinner
money.



Do you have any child-
sized wellies that your
children have outgrown?
Please donate them to us
so that our children can
more easily take part in
outdoor activities.

If you have a pair (or
more) that you no longer
need please send them
into school and we'll give
them a useful new home
here!

Wellies!
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We are aware that Ramadan is
approaching and some of our children
will be fasting once they return from the
Easter holidays.

We will be making arrangements for
break and lunch times for the children
who are fasting.

An additional letter will be sent out on
ParentMail with more information.

Ramadan Mubarak!
Rights Respecting Article 14
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Our first event of 2022, following the lifting
of the Covid restrictions, was the PTA
'Someone Special' Gift shop in March,
which was held to coincide with Mother’s
Day.

Children visited the Gift Shop with their
teachers and were able to purchase
presents for their loved ones. 

It was such a joy to see the children
choose from a range of gifts and put
their maths skills to the test. We would like
to thank parents/carers for their support
and school staff who helped make the
gift shop a success.

The money raised so far will be used by
the PTA and school to buy gym
equipment and other games/activities
for the school playground. Look out for
the new additions on the field after the
Easter holidays! 
 
The PTA are also in the process of
purchasing wet playtime boxes for each
class, with an assortment of age
appropriate activities/games for the
children. 
 
Furthermore, the PTA will be purchasing
fun resources for The Haven, which is
open to all children during lunchtimes.

PTA News 

In addition, the PTA are keen to purchase
much needed resources for the SEN
department and will be contributing to an
indoor sensory wall full of stimulating and
eye catching activities.
 
We have purchased Easter eggs for the
whole school, which will be given to the
children by their teachers as an end of
spring term treat for the children.
 
We are busy planning future PTA events
such as bake sales and ice lolly sales to
be held in the playground during the
summer term every Thursday, weather
permitting. There will also be a Someone
Special Gift Shop to coincide with
Father's Day in June.
 
Feedback from parents/carers is
important and all suggestions and ideas
are welcome.

Please email the office if you would like to
volunteer with the PTA or share your
suggestions for future activities.

admin.williamtorbitt@redbridge.gov.uk



We believe we have a privileged role which is going to shape the future, change
society and improve the world. 

At William Torbitt Primary School we promise our children will be inspired,
understand who they are, and leave with a strong self-worth and identity. Someone
must have taught Shakespeare to write, shown Mae Jemison the stars, fostered
Malala Yousafzai’s courage – who unlocked that potential? There could be someone
in our school who saves the human race. There could be someone in our school
who leads our country. There could be someone in our school who finds the cure for
cancer. Our job is to show our children it could be them, give them the skills they
need to succeed, and help them become those people, because they won’t know it
yet. It doesn’t matter where they have come from, they all have something valuable
to contribute to the human race. Let’s think big for our children and believe that it
can happen here! 
 

Friday 1st April 
Tuesday 19th April
Thursday 28th April
Monday 2nd May
Thursday 5th May
Monday 9th May
 
Tuesday 17th May
Friday 27th May 
Monday 6th June 

Overview of Dates
End of term, early closure (2pm)
All pupils return to school
5W Parent Consultations (from 1pm on Zoom)
Bank holiday - school CLOSED
Polling Day - school CLOSED to pupils
Start of Y6 SATS week (pupils provided with a
breakfast)
Class photographs
Inset Day - school CLOSED to pupils
Queen's Jubilee Day for staff - school CLOSED

Contact Us
William Torbitt Primary School 

Eastern Avenue
Newbury Park, Ilford

IG2 7SS
 

admin.williamtorbitt@redbridge.gov.uk
 

020 8599 1209

www.facebook.com/WilliamTorbittPrimarySchoolwww.instagram.com/williamtorbittps/

If you have any queries or concerns, you can
contact a member of the school office team in

person, by telephone or by using the admin
email address.

 
Please note the school office is open to parents

at the beginning and end of the school day
between 8am - 10am and 2.30pm - 4.30pm.

 
Outside of these times, parents will only be
admitted to the school office in case of an

emergency or by prior agreement. 
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