
Dear Parent/Carers,

Welcome to another half term. We have had a busy month at William
Torbitt. It has been very exciting with some of the children having the
opportunity to plant trees and make pancakes. We had a successful
parents' evening in which the progress of the children was discussed
alongside how well they conduct themselves in line with our Rights
Respecting Articles. We are very proud of the way our children behave
and how they treat each other. We have also had a successful Book
Fair and raised over a £1000 which is brilliant. Thank you to those
parents who contributed to the ‘Parent Survey’. There were lots of
strong positive comments about what we are doing well and useful
constructive feedback on how we can be even better. A big thank you
to those parents who attended our Parent Forum. Please continue to
give us feedback; we always welcome your views. 

We continue to follow the latest Government advice regarding the
easing of COVID19 restrictions. As of Thursday 24th February, the
Government removed the legal requirement to self-isolate following a
positive test result. Adults and children who test positive will continue
to be advised to stay at home and avoid contact with other people for
at least 5 full days. They should continue to follow the guidance until
they have received 2 negative test results on consecutive days or until
the 10th day. Fully vaccinated close contacts and those aged under 18
will no longer be required to test daily for 7 days, and the legal
requirement for close contacts who are not fully vaccinated to self-
isolate has been removed. Additionally, routine contact tracing will
end. We will continue to review our COVID19 Risk Assessment and will
communicate any changes to you in due course.

There are currently four Parent Governor vacancies on our Governing
Body. The deadline for submitting your nomination form has been
extended to Monday 7th March at 9.30am. If you have any questions
regarding the role of a parent governor, we are very happy to discuss
these with you.

Finally, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is distressing and concerning for all
of us. We understand that children may have questions or be seeking
reassurance. As a school, we will be talking to pupils about the images
they may see and help them to navigate the concepts and issues
these inevitably bring up. 

Paven Kettory, Head of School
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Do you have any child-
sized wellies that your
children have outgrown?
Please donate them to us
so that our children can
more easily take part in
outdoor activities.

If you have a pair (or
more) that you no longer
need please send them
into school and we'll give
them a useful new home
here!

Following my year of maternity leave, it
has been a real pleasure returning back
to my role as the English Lead for William
Torbitt Primary.
 
One of my focuses this half term is
ensuring that our children have many
opportunities to develop their reading
both in school and at home. Reading is
an essential part of every child’s
development and parents/carers play a
vital role in nurturing their love of reading.
 
At the start of the year, every child was
provided with a bespoke reading journal. I
would like to take this opportunity to
remind parents to ensure these are kept
up to date and are returned to school
regularly. Replacement journals are
available to purchase from the school
office for £1.
 
I am excited to announce that we have
recently signed up to Bug Club. Bug Club
is an engaging online world that captures
children’s love for reading and
imagination in supporting them to
become a lifelong reader. Children will
soon receive a login where they can
access a wide range of texts that can be
read on a tablet or laptop. Class teachers
will select books for your child to read
and your children will also be asked to
answer questions about the text. We will
be sending out a guide in due course.

Mrs Aubdool
English Lead 

English at William Torbitt

Wellies!
Right Respecting Article 28
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In order to target children’s individual
needs and close gaps in writing, children
in years 2-5 will be grouped according to
their needs. This will mean that from
Monday 7th March, some children will be
taught by another teacher within their
year group during English lessons. 

We are excited to see the impact of this
new way of working on children's
progress within writing. 

Mrs Kubweza, Assistant Head teacher

Writing for all
Right Respecting Article 28



Rights Respecting

Year 5 were honoured to plant 5 new
trees (cherry and acer) as part of the
Queen’s Green Canopy Platinum Jubilee
celebrations. The trees were gifted by
Redbridge council who joined us for the
tree planting day on Tuesday 1st
February. 

In addition, Paul Kerrrison, our Site
Manager, managed to get us some
Rowan, Bird Cherry, Crab Apple, Field
Maple and Goat Willow saplings. All 250
saplings were donated to us by Nat West
Bank. 

These have been planted along the edge
of the field to provide additional habitats
for wildlife and for our children to learn
about how trees grow and provide for us.
Year 3 helped to plant these as part of
their Fantastic Finish after learning about
a book called Hike in which a father and
son go on a hike to plant a sapling. 

Year 1 will be helping to finish planting the
rest of the saplings in March. 

The ambassadors are currently still
working on our ‘Healthy Eating Day’
project and look forward to updating you
with more details about this exciting
event.

Tree Planting
Right Respecting Article 29

Article 12: Every child has the right to
give their opinion and for adults to listen
and take it seriously.

We will be holding a non uniform
day, where children can come
into school in their lounge wear
and donate £1. Children can also
bring in a cushion (if they wish).

Thursday 3rd March 2022 

World Book Day
Right Respecting Article 28 & 29
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On Monday 1st March, to celebrate
Pancake Day, every child had or will have
the opportunity to eat a pancake and
learn why Shrove Tuesday is celebrated
by some people.

Helpers from Years 4, 5 and 6 made the
batter and then children were invited to
come and help make a pancake and eat
it.

Have a look at the video on our
Instagram page. 

The current PTA members were pleased
to be re elected at the AGM which took
place on Tuesday 8th February 2022 via
Zoom.

The PTA have been busy this term
organising the Someone Special Gift
Shop taking place on the 4th and 7th of
March. We look forward to serving our
excited little shoppers. Please send in a
maximum of £10 in an envelope with your
child’s name on it during the week - the
class teacher will keep it safe until they
visit the gift shop. Please check your
Parent Mail for a poster with further
details regarding the gift shop.

Pancake Day

PTA News

Right Respecting Article 24

The PTA are currently exploring ideas on
where to spend the money raised at their
events. Installing various gym equipment
in the school playground to improve
activities available for the children at
lunch and playtimes is a very definite
option. We are also considering other
suggestions made by parents and
teachers.

There will be an Easter egg hunt and
spring bonnet parade in the week
commencing 28th March.

Lastly, we will be organising bake sales
after school on Thursdays (Weather
permitting) soon. Watch this space for
further details.

Feeding Hungry Minds
Please make sure you have
logged into Feeding Hungry Minds
to top up your child's dinner
money.

4



Make sure you are signed up to
Parent Mail to hear all of your
news and keep up to date with
trips and important messages
from The Torbitt Team.

Parent Mail 

Book Fair
A big well done and thank you to all our
fabulous parents and staff who took the
time to come and buy from the Book
Fair. 

With your support, we have managed to
raise a staggering £1,115.00 in
commission to spend on new books for
our school!         

Thank you, Mrs Hennessy
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Year 5 learned to safely light a fire using
a fire steel and had the opportunity to
cook on the fire, they toasted pitta bread
and apples. They also took part in the
RSPB Birdwatch recording their results
and discovering more about the birds
they saw which were mainly: seagulls,
wagtails, robins, wood pigeons and lots of
crows. The results will feed into scientific
data about the increase or decline in bird
numbers. We took part in lots of games,
learnt about the changing seasons and
identified trees, plants and insects. 

Forest School
Right Respecting Article 29



We believe we have a privileged role which is going to shape the future, change
society and improve the world. 

At William Torbitt Primary School we promise our children will be inspired,
understand who they are, and leave with a strong self-worth and identity. Someone
must have taught Shakespeare to write, shown Mae Jemison the stars, fostered
Malala Yousafzai’s courage – who unlocked that potential? There could be someone
in our school who saves the human race. There could be someone in our school
who leads our country. There could be someone in our school who finds the cure for
cancer. Our job is to show our children it could be them, give them the skills they
need to succeed, and help them become those people, because they won’t know it
yet. It doesn’t matter where they have come from, they all have something valuable
to contribute to the human race. Let’s think big for our children and believe that it
can happen here! 
 

3rd March 2022:             
4th & 7th March 2022
10th March 2022         
17th March 2022
18th March 2022 
24th March 2022
w/c 28th March
1st April 2022
1st April 2022
19th April 2022
5th May 2022
27th May 2022
6th June 2022

Overview of Dates
World Book Day
Someone Special Gift Shop 
Year 4 Sharing Assembly 
Year 3 Sharing Assembly
Red Nose Day
Year 2 Sharing Assembly
Easter egg hunt and spring bonnet parade
Healthy Eating Day
End of term, early closure (2pm)
All pupils return to school
Polling Day - school CLOSED to pupils
Inset Day - school CLOSED to pupils
Queen's Jubilee Day for staff - school CLOSED

Contact Us
William Torbitt Primary School 

Eastern Avenue
Newbury Park, Ilford

IG2 7SS
 

admin.williamtorbitt@redbridge.gov.uk
 

020 8599 1209

www.facebook.com/WilliamTorbittPrimarySchoolwww.instagram.com/williamtorbittps/

If you have any queries or concerns, you can
contact a member of the school office team in

person, by telephone or by using the admin
email address.

 
Please note the school office is open to parents

at the beginning and end of the school day
between 8am - 10am and 2.30pm - 4.30pm.

 
Outside of these times, parents will only be
admitted to the school office in case of an

emergency or by prior agreement. 
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