
 

As Black History Month 

is celebrated over the 

course of October in the 

UK here at William 

Torbitt we’ve been 

working hard to ensure 

that our pupils are given 

time to learn about, 

reflect upon and 

celebrate the many 

contributions that black 

lives have made to both 

British and  Global 

Society.  Over the course 

of October  pupils learnt 

about a variety of black 

role models  from a 

range of times and 

fields, learning not just 

about what they did, but 

what they often had to 

overcome to do so. Then, 

for the first week of this 

half term the school took 

a break from  it usual 

curriculum to enjoy our 

‘Black History Week’ 

Theme week. 

During this week our 

usual learning in 

subjects such as Art and 

History were suspended 

so that we could focus 

on finding out more 

about Black History the 

way in which this has 

shaped the society n 

which we live today. 

Our theme this year was 

‘Proud to Be’, and was 

particular y focused on  

achievement and 

celebration  (whilst also 

giving some time to 

think about the wider 

issues  within the  

history of this topic. 

In this special edition of 

the Torbitt Times you 

can read more about 

what our fantastic pupils 

got up to, throughout 

the week,  as well as 

finding out about our 

wonderful multi-cultural 

celebrations , where we 

finished the week by 

celebrating the broad 

range of ethnicities and 

cultures that  make up 

our diverse school 

community. 
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Pupils in Years 5 and 6 spent time 

looking at the poetry of Jackie Kay 

(focusing on ‘In My Country’) and 

learning about privilege through an 

exercise called ’The Running Race’ 

They also spent time learning about 

either the Democratic Republic of 

Congo or Trinidad and Tobago, and 

like the rest of the school made 

carnival masks to represent these 

countries after learning about the 

Notting Hill Carnival. Pupils also 

learnt about the achievements of 

figures including Doreen Lawrence, 

Dianne Abbott, Lewis Hamilton and 

Anthony Joshua. 

Years 5 & 6 

In Years 3 & 4 pupils spent time 

finding out about the lives of either 

Maya Angelou and Idris Elba or 

Rosa Parks and Mo Farah, before 

learning about the history of black 

lives Britain prior to establishment 

of the transatlantic slave trade, and 

also thought about the power of 

images as they designed their own 

logos for the ‘Black Lives Matter’ 

movement. They then went on to 

learn about Somalia or Turks and 

Caicos before designing their own 

carnival 

masks 

ready for 

the school 

parade!
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Nelson Mandela and Nicola 

Adam’s were the inspirational 

figures studied in Year 2, whilst our 

Year 1 pupils found out about 

Martin Luther King. The children 

then went on to learn about and 

take inspiration from a number of 

‘everyday’ black role models 

working in careers as diverse as 

Nursing to Farming and Authors 

to Architects, using the BBC’s 

‘Black British Stories’ resources. 

They then went on to learn about 

either Trinidad and Tobago or 
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Our youngest pupils also joined in 

with the week’s theme, with whole 

class and independent activities set 

up around Nursery and Reception . 

The Early Years children also had 

their own carnival parade around 

the school, enthusiastically led by 

Mrs Wilkinson as she danced at the 

head of the procession around the 

school.



The week finished with a 

celebration not just of Black 

History and culture, but with an 

opportunity for all of our pupils to 

share and celebrate their own 

backgrounds  and ethnicities. 

Pupils were encouraged to leave 

their uniform at home and come to 

school dressed to represent their 

own culture and to bring in 

traditional food to share with their 

classmates and teachers. The high 

point of the day was our mini 

carnival, where the children and 

staff  paraded and danced their 

way around the school to the (very 

loud) sound of  samba drums, 

Soca and Afrobeats—it  truly was 

a sight to behold and a lot of fun, 

all helping to make this week a 

memorable event for pupils. 
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Our Wider Curriculum 

Whilst theme weeks like 
‘Black History Week’ are 
a fun way to focus on 
topics within school, 
they can’t be the only 
place in which we look at 
important topics such as 
race and diversity. As a 
school we have been 
doing a significant 
amount of work over the 
past few years to look 
again at our curriculum 

and ask how well we’re 
learning about topics 
such as these.  

To this end we have 
adopted several ‘guiding 
principles’ to help guide 
our thinking in these 
areas—these include 
‘Identity Matters’ (where 
we look to see where the 
various identities of our 
pupils are reflected in what 
and who they learn about) 

and ‘Aspiration 
Matters’ (which includes 
considering the sorts of role 
models we discuss and 
focus on in school). 

We have also adopted 
‘Black Lives Matter’ as a 
spotlight principle for 
this year (and longer if 
needed) to try and 
ensure we’re identifying 
particular opportunities 
for pupils to learn about 

and understand topics 
such as privilege, civil 
rights and racism. Whilst 
these will not always be 
easy conversations and 
lessons to have, we are 
convinced that talking 
about these issues is an 
important step in helping 
all of our pupils to 
understand and thrive in 
the world in which they 
live. 


