
William Torbitt Primary School 
RSE Consultation Day 2 Questions & Responses 

 
 
Can the full syllabus (lesson plans and resources) be sent to/published online for parents to read in 
full? 

- As the Jigsaw Curriculum is a copyrighted product we are unable to circulate/publish the 
materials, to do so would be a breach of our contract with the company that produced the 
materials. We will however publish/make available the following. 

o An overview of the curriculum, including the titles of each lesson and a brief 
synopsis of its content.* 

o Our agreed vocabulary list for each year group.* 
o Details as to which lessons will be taught in single or mixed gender classes. 
o Details as to which lessons pupils may be withdrawn from as they feature non-

statutorily content.  
We will also hold sharing evening in the Spring term (prior to the teaching of the 
‘Relationships’ and ‘Changing Me’ units, where class teachers will talk through the lessons in 
detail, share the resources and explain how the lesson swill be taught. 

 * We are also exploring how we can provide translations of these documents to help aid 
 accessibility. 
 
Some of the vocabulary should be moved up at least a year 

- Follow the consultation further changes have been made to the mapping of vocabulary, 
below is a list of terms which were raised during the consultation process, with details of 
their proposed place within the curriculum  

o Sperm (Y4) 
o Vagina (Y4) 
o Vulva (Y3) 
o Penis (Y3) 
o Buttocks (Y3) 
o Privates (EYFS) 
o Sexual Intercourse (Y6) 
o Breasts (Y3) 
o Testicles (Y3) 
o Making Love (Y6) 
o Womb (Y4) 
o Uterus (Y4) 
o Pubic Hair (Y3) 
The mapping of vocabulary has been very carefully considered – as a rule vocabulary is 
only introduced at the point at which is required for pupils to fully understand the 
content of their lessons. The current curriculum and vocab maps in many ways represent 
the latest points at which the school feels content and vocabulary can be introduced (as 
encouraged by parental feedback) without being detrimental to pupils learning. 

 
Are children aged 6+ ready to be exposed to pictures of private parts in the same class 
(vuvla/penis) 

- Following the consultation and taking on board the views of parents these areas of content 
and their associated vocabulary have now been moved up to Year 3. The school feels this is 
as late as this content should be left in order the subsequent lessons around puberty can be 
taught properly. The pictures used in these lessons are simple illustrations, never photos or 
detailed drawings, and the school feels they are age appropriate.  



 
Will girls and boys be taught the same vocabular and at the same ages? 
Will Girls and Boys be kept sperate when taught sex education and menstruation? 

- Yes, all pupils will be taught the same content. However, there are some lessons (particularly 
those around puberty and the optional sessions on Human reproduction) that will be taught 
in single gender groups. This is to help avoid awkwardness and embarrassment for pupils 
and ensure learning takes place in as comfortable and open environment (for questions) as 
possible. 

 
The School has presented a large number of documents that it is not reasonable to expect parents 
to read in full in the time given. Can we join the working group in order to see the full range 
documents and provide proper feedback? 

- The consultation process was never intended as an opportunity for every document to be 
read in whole by all members of the school community – to do so would require a significant 
time commitment by each parent. However, the school’s working group (which includes 
parents) has carried out this work on behalf of the school community, and where a specific 
request was made by a parent for more time with the documents this was accommodated. 
 

The level of details of some subjects should be moved up for older children (Yrs 5 & 6) 
Some content should be moved up to older year groups 

- On both the advice of the working group, and again based on comments and feedback from 
parents and the wider school community, the school has made numerous changes to the 
initial JIGSAW curriculum – for the most part these have involved moving content ‘up’ to 
older year groups. The final agreed curriculum map which is being presented to governors is 
reflective of these changes and represents what the school judges to be the best 
compromise between meetings the wishes of parents and fulfilling the requirements of the 
statutory RSHE curriculum. 

 
Why is self-harm taught about in Year 6 (when pupils are 11) when the resources themselves say 
this behaviour generally starts aged 12? 

- As a school with Safeguarding at the heart of everything we do we want to follow best 
practise in our work around this area being preventative, not reactive. As such it is important 
to raise and discuss (in an age appropriate way) issues such as this before they become 
problems for young people and equip them with the knowledge they need to (a) keep 
themselves safe and (b) access help if needed. (Please note – children much younger than 12 
do self- harm) 

 
Do not associate sexual intercourse with ‘love making’ - children are curious and teaching them 
about sex will make them want to explore sex before it is legal 

- As ‘making love’ is one of the most common ways in which sexual intercourse is referred to 
within society (probably used more that the term ‘sexual intercourse’) the school feels this is 
an important piece of vocabulary for pupils to understand and for them to be able to link the 
term with it’s meaning. The school does not believe that teaching pupils about sex will 
encourage them to explore it, and will also be clear about both the legal age of consent (and 
what consent truly is) as well the best contexts (committed, loving relationships) in which 
sex should take place. 

 
Can you give parents enough time/warning before lessons are taught so that they can speak to 
their children before hand if they wish too? 

- Yes, parents will be informed about the upcoming RSHE curriculum in Year Group meetings 
prior to the outset of the Summer term. In these meetings class teachers will run through 



the RSHE curriculum for the ‘Changing Me’ and ‘Relationships’ units and explain how they 
will be teaching these lessons. 

 
Please can you educate parent’s around this area? 

- The school will actively explore options around how we can support and educate parents in 
talking to and teaching their children about these topics – we appreciate that not everyone 
feels equipped or comfortable doing do and are always willing to support parents in any 
area of the curriculum. Please keep an eye out for any details in future school newsletters. 

 
Young children will try to search terms they are taught on the computer, parents cannot monitor 
children on the time on their devices. 

- It is the responsibility of parents to ensure that their children are safe online – this can be 
done in a variety of ways (filtering, safe search, child settings) and the school is happy to 
provide support for parents in setting these up, however the best safety net for pupils 
accessing online content is a responsible adult in the room monitoring and supporting their 
activity. The school does not believe that the proposed RSHE curriculum puts pupils at any 
more risk online than they would encounter otherwise.  

 
Will these lessons ever be delivered by supply teachers or HLTAs? 

- No – the school has made a firm decision that PSHE lessons should only be taught by pupils’ 
class teachers or another well known member of the school’s teaching staff such as a 
member of the senior leadership team. 

 
Can the school adapt the NSPCC safeguarding policy ‘Pants’? 

- The school does (and has for some time) use the NSPCC ‘Pants’ resources to teach some 
areas of safeguarding, particularly for younger pupils, at whom they are particularly aimed. 
These resources, whilst good, and not in and of themselves sufficient to meet the 
requirements of the new RSHE curriculum. 

 
Year 3 Piece 3 Body Change Content is too mature for this age 

- The lessons planned for Year 3 represent an important stepping stone for pupils who will in 
the next year go on to learn about puberty and menstruation. The school believes that a 
graduated approach to introducing this content, including details of how Boys and Girls 
bodies are different (already moved from it’s suggested place in the KS1 curriculum) is 
helpful in both introducing and normalising vocabulary and understanding in these areas in 
preparation for later lessons. 

 
 
Can the different family permutations be introduced without being assigned as ‘OK’ or ‘Not OK’ 
but just as statements of fact? 
Why are there resources which include photos of the same gender holding hands – what is the 
point of these lessons? 

- The school’s view is that there is nothing wrong with these images/resources – the JIGSAW 
curriculum does not promote any view on what types of relationships are culturally or 
morally ‘right’ or acceptable, neither does it seek to hide the fact that under UK law we all 
have the right to chose the type of relationship we would like to be in and that those rights 
should be protected. As a school we want to ensure both that pupils understand what 
defines a good relationship (commitment, love and care), and be inclusive and supportive of 
the wide range of relationships and family structures found across our community. 
 

Children should be taught to be respectful of each other as they go through puberty 



- The school entirely agrees with this view, and there will be a focus in all PSHE lessons about 
being respectful of the rights, opinions and views of others. This will be particularly 
emphasised in lessons where content might be felt to be ‘embarrassing’ or ‘rude’ by pupils 
so as to ensure the most positive and productive learning environment possible. 

 
Will the curriculum include teaching about period pants? 

- Whilst these are not mentioned specifically in the JIGSAW resources, however these could 
be adapted by teachers to ensure pupils have knowledge of a wider range of the sanitary 
products that are available. 

 
 


