
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

William Torbitt Primary School 
 

Eastern Avenue, Newbury Park, Ilford, Essex, IG2 7SS 
Tel:  020 8599 1209 
Fax: 020 8599 6227 

www.williamtorbitt.org.uk 
 

Head of School:  Mrs Paven Kettory 

Executive Headteacher:  Mrs Clare Pike 

18th October 2021 
Black History Month at William Torbitt 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As you may already be aware, in the UK ‘Black History Month’ takes place over the course of 
October. Here at William Torbitt we are marking this important annual event in a number of ways, all 
leading up to a fantastic celebration of our diverse and multicultural community planned for the 5th 
November. 
 
The Build Up (all through October) 
Over the month of October all of our teacher led assemblies have a Black History focus – these 
began with an introduction to Black History Month as a whole, and have now moved on to focusing 
on sharing and celebrating the lives and contribution of a range of black Britons, from John Archer 
(the first Black Mayor in Britain) to Kelly Holmes (the double Olympic gold winning athlete). 
 
WTPS Black History Week (1st – 5th Nov) 
We have set aside the first week after half term as our ‘Black History Week’ – over the course of this 
week our curriculum will focus specifically on recognising, understanding and celebrating the lives of 
black leaders, pioneers and role models and learning about some of the countries that black 
members of our own school community have links to.  Year groups will each have different focuses 
over the course of the week, but at the end of the week children from across the school will be 
learning all about ‘Carnival’, before we hold our own mini carnival in school! 
 
The focus for each year group/phase is as follows 

 Inspirational 
Figures 

Black History 
Lessons 

Country Study 

Year 1 Martin Luther King 
Role Models and 
their Jobs (PSHE) 

Gambia 

Year 2 
Nelson Mandela 
Nicola Adams 

Trinidad & Tobago 

Year 3 
Rosa Parks 
Mo Farah 

Black Britain before 
Slavery (History) 
 

BLM Logos (Art) 

Turks and Caicos  

Year 4 
Maya Angelou 
Idris Elba 

Somalia 

Year 5 
Lewis Hamilton 
Diane Abbot 

What is privilege? 
(PSHE) 
 

‘In my Country’ 
(Poetry) 

Nigeria 

Year 6 
Anthony Joshua 
Doreen Lawrence 

Democratic Republic 
of Congo 

Our Nursery and Reception children will also be joining in, looking at wonderful range of places their 
own friends and families are from 
 
We are hoping that, as part of our in-school carnival, all pupils will be able to bring in food which 
represents their culture and heritage for us all to share – there will be more details about this in the 
coming week. 



 
 

 

 

If you have any other ideas or suggestions as to how we might celebrate this special event do 
please get in touch! We look forward to sharing the outcomes and learning from this exciting week 
with you in a future newsletter! 
 
All the best, 
 
The Torbitt Team. 


