
 

Our topic this term is ‘Let’s Play Together’. In History we will be learning about  

how toys and games have changed over the years.  We will compare toys from 

the past to those of today, looking at similarities and differences. 

In Geography, we will be locating features of the school grounds on an aerial 

photograph. Pupils will learn about the physical and human features of their 

environment. We will also label a diagram or photograph using some 

geographical words. 

In DT the children will use a variety of techniques to design and make their own 

paper doll based on the core text. This will also link in with their Science work 

Autumn 2021 
Welcome to Year 1. We hope that you have had a wonderful 

summer. It is wonderful to have all the children back in 

school and we look forward to working with you. 

A string of paper dolls go 

on a fantastical adventure 

through the house and out 

into the garden. They soon 

escape the clutches of the 

toy dinosaur and the 

snapping jaws of the oven-

glove crocodile, but then a 

very real pair of scissors 

threatens.  

This Term’s Core Books 

Voices in the Park uses 

story and imagery to 

tell the story of a 

shared space through 

the voices of four 

different characters. 

The differing 

perspectives of each 

very different character 

give a fascinating depth to this simple story 

which explores themes such as alienation and 

anger as well as friendship and hope.  

Our Topic: 

Let’s Play Together 



Welcome back to school and to Year 1.  The first books we will be exploring this 

term are  ’The Paper Dolls’ and ‘Voices In The Park’. These link to our topic, 

’Let’s Play Together’ where we are learning about  games and toys in the 

past and present.  Over the course of the term, we will be  talking about playing 

safely and learning new games.  

The first term is a time of transition, as children move gradually towards formal 

and independent learning.  At the start of term, it will feel similar to Reception 

as children work mainly in small focus groups with a teacher or classroom 

assistant or complete child initiated tasks.  Over the course of the term,  we will 

be introducing whole class lessons, whilst supporting the children when 

appropriate. Children will be expected to concentrate for increasing periods of 

time on the carpet and most will be able to work on some tasks independently 

by the end of term. 

English this term... 
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Our Maths Topics 

In the first half of the term, we will be learning about 

the weather and seasonal changes.  We will carry out 

a simple investigation and learn how to record daily 

weather conditions. 

In the second half of the term, we will be learning 

about everyday materials. We will be identifying and 

describing the properties of materials. We will also 

compare and group together materials according to 

their properties. 

Our Science Learning 

PE in Year ? 

Over the term we will be focusing on number facts. 

You can support your child by helping them with: 

• Having instant recall of their number bonds up 

to 10 and 20. 

• Number formation  

• Counting forwards and backwards (10, 20 and 

beyond) 

• Counting in 2’s and 10’s.  

• One more and one less  of a given number up 

to 20.  

Useful maths websites:  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zjxhfg8 

The class teacher will inform you of  your child’s PE days, though pupils should 

have their PE kit in school every day just in case something changes.  Please 

ensure your children are not wearing any jewellery on these days and be aware 

that any stud style earrings will be taped to ensure pupils’ safety. 



 

 

SEPTEMBER 

14th Sept—Y1 Parent Meeting 

17th Sept—Jeans for Genes Day 

27th Sept—Parents Evening 

 

OCTOBER 

11 Oct—Black History Week 

25th——29th Oct—Half Term 

 

NOVEMBER 

1st Nov—Fist Day Back 

3rd November—Fireworks Event 

 

DECEMBER 

15th Dec -  Christmas Fayre 

17th Dec—Last Day of Term 

 

JANUARY 

3rd Jan—Inset Day 

4th Jan—First Day of Term 

Autumn Term Overview 

Reading Journals 
Pupils will be given a Maths, English and Topic home 

learning book. Home learning is set on a Friday and is 

expected to be handed in the following Wednesday. 

The children will stick their work in once they receive 

it and complete the tasks in their home learning 

books. Please support your child in completing their 

home learning. We are hoping that pupils will slowly 

become more independent in the completion of 

tasks. These will be marked weekly. 

Topic books will have a grid for the pupils to select 

tasks they wish to complete. These books do not 

need to be returned each week. They can be brought 

in during the last week before half term so that they 

can share their work with the class.  

Home Learning Tasks 

Pupils in Year 1 should read daily with an adult so that they can 

discuss their book. All pupils have access to the school library from 

which they may borrow up to two books at a time. 

Reading Journals :For children to make good progress in their 

reading, they should read for a short period of time everyday. To 

help the children keep track of what they read and  develop their 

independence, they have a reading journal. Inside your child’s 

reading journal you will also find 8 pages full of learning aids to 

support your child in English, please encourage your child to use 

these regularly.  

What should you do:  Please can you sign or initial in your child’s 

reading journal to agree that your child has completed their reading 

that day. This will ensure that their effort is recognised and they 

receive their reading journal mark on their chart. Children should 

have a record of reading a minimum of 5 times per week. 

What the teacher will do: 

You child’s reading journal will be checked regularly and the class 

reading chart will be updated. Each time your child reads 25 times 

they will receive a certificate. Once they have reached 200, they 

will be entered into a prize draw.  


