
 
Dear Torbitt Family,  

 

We have reached the 

end of a really positive 

half term and our 

children have really 

enjoyed both their 

learning and being back 

at school with their 

friends. Our Rights 

Respecting Mascot 

Election day, which took 

place on the 18th May, 

was the highlight of the 

half term and a great 

success - you can find 

more about this day 

further on in this 

newsletter.  

 

I would like to thank 

you all for continuing to 

be safe and following our 

Risk Assessment around 

Covid precautions.  We 

will be continuing with 

the same amendments 

after half term so as to 

ensure that we don’t 

undo all the good work 

we have done as a 

community to protect 

our pupils and their 

education. We will 

advise you if and when 

we make any changes to 

our restrictions, but we 

do hope to be able to 

relax them somewhat 

before the end of the 

academic year. On the 

11th May we invited an 

external auditor from 

‘Herts for Learning’ to 

visit our school to carry 

out an audit of the way 

we teach ‘writing’ at 

our school.  She was 

very impressed with 

what she saw and also 

shared some valuable 

guidance of how we 

can be even better. 

Quotes from her report 

include:  

 

In all lessons visited, 
teachers demonstrated 
a strong subject 
knowledge; explicit 
links to the use of 
appropriate grammar 
and spelling were 
made through shared 
writing. Leaders are 
passionate about 
writing being a vehicle 
for pupils to express 
themselves. Writing is 
viewed as a skill for 
life; leaders have 
worked hard to ensure 
pupils write for 
purpose and for the 
right audience. Writing 
for pleasure is also 
promoted through the 
school’s ‘free-write’ 
initiative.  
  

Our staff work 

extremely hard for our 

children and this is 

clearly evident from all 

the positive praise and 

feedback that we have 

received from our 

parent community, 

both for their work in 

school and for around 

the remote learning 

offered during  

lockdown. We were 

also pleased therefore 

to have our hard work 

valued by an 

independent external 

colleague.   

  

Please all have a 

restful half term, and I 

look forward to seeing 

you all again next 

term. I am hoping the 

sunshine will finally 

come out and looking 

forward to the day that 

we can finally welcome 

our parents and carers 

back into our school.    

Mrs Paven Kettory 

(Headteacher) 

Upcoming Events 

 10th June                                  

RSE Working Party 

 15th June                                     

Parent Forum 

 17th June                                            

PTA Someone special gift 

shop (during the school day) 

 22nd June                             

Nursery intake meeting 

9:30am 

 23d June                                      

Reception intake meeting 

9:30am & 5:30pm  

 3oth June PTA Summer 

Fayre 

 1st  July                                

KS1 Sports Day  

 2nd July                                       

KS2 Sports Day 

 8th July                                                                             

Year 6 Concert 
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Article 29 agree that “the 

education of the child shall be 

directed to:  

 

The development of the child’s 

personality, talents and mental 

and physical abilities to their 

fullest potential. 

 

The development of respect for 

human rights and fundamental 

freedoms and the principles 

enshrined in the Charter of the 

focuses on the aims of education 

and says that governments United 

Nations. 

The development of respect for the 

child’s parents, his or her own 

cultural identity, language and 

values, for the national values of 

the country in which the child is 

living, the country from which he or 

she may originate and for 

civilisations different from his or 

her own. 

The preparation of the child for 

responsible life in a free society in 

the spirit of understanding, peace, 

tolerance, equality of sexes and 

friendship among all peoples, 

ethnic, national and religious 

groups and persons of indigenous 

origin. 

 

The development of respect for the 

natural environment. 

. 

Rights Respecting Article of the Month 

discussions and learning in 

class have been engulfed in 

understanding 14 0f 40+ 

articles that cover all aspects of 

a child’s life and set out the 

civil, political, economic, social 

and cultural rights that all 

children everywhere are 

entitled to. The articles also 

explain how adults and 

governments must work 

together to make sure all 

children can enjoy all their 

rights. 

The election of the new school 

mascot has focused around 

Article 12 which states that, 

‘every child has the right to say 

what they think in all matters 

affecting them, and to have 

their views taken seriously.’ 

Each and every child in the 

school was asked to draw a 

mascot which reflected the 

articles. The class teachers 

chose the best submission from 

each class then the 14 rights 

respecting ambassadors had the 

very difficult decision on the 

three to be put forward for the 

school community to vote on. 

The three successful candidates 

were; 

● Rex the Dinosaur by Abdul in 

5W 

● Mr Education by Muhammed 

in 4T 

● Mike the Microphone by 

Mikhai’il in 3T 

Tuesday 18th May was a 

momentous day for all of the 

children, staff and governors at 

William Torbitt Primary School. 

After months of preparation 

they voted for their new school 

mascot. 

Already proud owners of the 

Bronze Rights Respecting 

School Award and progressing 

through their UNICEF UK 

rights respecting journey, 

William Torbitt Primary School 

is well on the way to receiving 

their Silver Rights Aware 

award. To receive this high 

accolade, the UN Convention on 

the Rights of the Child must be 

embedded in the school’s policy, 

practice and culture and 

children must begin to see 

themselves as rights respecting 

global citizens and advocates 

for fairness and children’s 

rights, both locally and globally.  

Over the last few weeks, the 

Rights Respecting Mascot Elections 
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Article 29- Your 

education should help you 

use and develop your 

abilities. 



The three candidates then worked 

closely with Ms Enoch to put 

together their persuasive campaign 

speech explaining the articles that 

their mascot represented. They pre-

recorded their pitch which was 

shown to children throughout the 

school and created discussions 

around the importance of the 

articles and the impact on their 

lives and the lives of children 

globally. They then spent time 

visiting the classes to promote their 

mascot. Teachers have been 

discussing democracy within lessons 

and circle time and unpicking each 

of the articles and how they affect 

children’s lives globally. The 

candidates articulately explained 

how their mascot represented 

different 

articles. For example, Muhammad 

clarified that he drew Mr Education 

as the world to represent that we 

are all global citizens, that every 

child has the right to clean water 

(Article 24) and the books represent 

that all children have the right to 

education (Article 28). Mikha’il 

said that Mike the Microphone 

represented freedom of speech and 

the right to speak up (Article 13), 

the footballs represented the right 

to play (Article 31) and the apple 

and water represented the right to 

nutritious food (Article 24). Abdul 

said that Rex the Dinosaur 

represented facing your fears 

(dinosaurs are scary!) and the 

houses along his back represented 

the 

right to a home and to be protected 

(Article 19). The football 

represented the right to be healthy 

(Article 24) and to play (Article 31) 

and the pencil at the end of the tail 

represented the right to education 

(Article 28). 

When the big election day arrived, 

there was an excited buzz around 

the school. Each member of the 

school community was invited to 

vote; children from nursery to year 

6, teachers, TAs, midday meal 

supervisors, governors and the 

senior leadership team. 

Children were taught the 

importance of voicing their 

opinion via a democratic vote 

confidently and importantly, 

understanding Article 12 - the 

right to say what they think in 

all matters affecting them. 

The hall was set up with 

private booths, ballot papers, 

pens and two ballot boxes. 

Reception and nursery had an 

adapted set-up that allowed 

them to vote and fully 

participate. 

We are very pleased to 

announce the Mascot Election 

Winner as……...REX! 

Congratulations Abdul. 
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More From The Mascot Elections  



At William Torbitt we have been 

so busy in our art lessons.  Year 

3 have been creating amazing 

cave art drawings using different 

mediums, such as, soft pastels, 

chalk, oil pastels, coloured pen-

cils and felt tip pens.  Next week 

they will start their clay work.  

Year 4 have been creating their 

own Roman mosaics.  Firstly, 

they created their design on 

squared paper, most of the chil-

dren have started to use the mo-

saic square to replicate their de-

sign, they had to use their maths 

skills to ensure that their work 

was precise.  In English year 5 

have been reading the poem ‘The 

Highwayman’ by Alfred Noyes, this 

inspired us to draw portraits of 

the characters from the poem.  

They are using their newly 

learnt fine line drawing skills 

such as, hatching, cross-

hatching, stippling and dashes to 

give their portraits depth.  Some 

of the children are amazed at 

how fantastic their drawings look 

by using just a few tricks. Final-

ly, year 6 are studying the Egyp-

tians.  We decided to create our 

own cartouches in clay.  A car-

touche is a name plate that 

would be attached to a coffin or 

place into a tomb.  The children 

had to translate their name in 

to hieroglyphics, this is the 

Egyptian alphabet.  These will 

be painted in metallic acrylic 

paint to finish them off.  

sence by 8:30am. Please send 

proof of appointment to the ad-

min inbox as well as any medi-

cal evidence. Please book your 

child’s dentist appointments 

outside of the school day.  

If there are exceptional circum-

stances and you need a leave of 

absence, please come into the  

office to fill out a Leave of Ab-

sence form.  

As of the 8th March 2021, 

schools reopened again after 

lockdown, therefore, it is im-

portant that your child/children 

are coming into school every 

day and our usual attendance 

procedures have now resumed.  

If your child is unwell or they 

have a medical appointment, 

please ensure you notify the 

school office on each day of ab-

If you need support or advice 

with regard to your child’s at-

tendance or getting your child 

to school on time, please do not 

hesitate to contact Mrs Ford-

ham or Mrs Chapman. As a 

school, we want the best for our 

children and families and are 

here to provide the necessary 

support, so please let us know 

of any issues  

Art at William Torbitt Primary School  
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Attendance Matters! 

Mrs Harper—Art Teacher 
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In order to ensure we continue 

to keep children and families 

safe over the Half Term holi-

days, we need to ensure we re-

main vigilant in tracking and 

tracing any positive cases of 

Covid in our school. 

Throughout the school holidays, 

we will continue to monitor 

the special email address that 

has been set up especially for 

this. If your child has a con-

firmed positive case of Covid 

during the holidays, please 

email in to the address below. 

 

We will need the following information: 

• Your child’s full name 

• Your child’s class 

• The date that your child started having 
symptoms 

 

 

 Track & Trace over the Half Term 

covid@williamtorbitt.redbridge.sch.uk 

Safeguarding  

Many  of our school children, particularly our younger children, are reporting to us that they are 

playing games and watching films that have a much higher age rating than the age they are. In 

many cases the children have been scared by what the have seen and have shared their worries 

and anxiety around this in school. Please can you ensure that children are being supervised when 

watching films and accessing devices and there should be parental controls on devices. Accessing 

games and films that are not age appropriate is a safeguarding concern. If you need any support 

with adding parent controls to devices please contact the school and we can support you. 
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William Torbitt Primary School 

Eastern Avenue, Newbury Park 

Ilford 

IG2 7SS 

admin.williamtorbitt@redbridge.gov.uk 

 

www.williamtorbitt.org.uk 

PTA NEWS 

The PTA would like to thank all WTPS staff for their dedication and hard work during 

the lockdowns by treating the staff to a ‘Thankyou meal’ in school in the first week of 

July . If you would like to make a monetary contribution before the 30th June 2021 then 

please go to: 

 https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/claire-glendon-higbee?utm_term=ydjpbYXdy 

 

The PTA are looking forward to planning some fun and memorable events for the     

summer term.  

We have secured booking two online pantos - Robin Hood & Alice in Wonderland for all 

the children to watch via an online theatre company as an end of year treat in July 

2021.  

Also, we are in need of parents with basic sewing skills to help us stitch Christmas    

costumes. If you are able to spare some time, please email the office with (FAO - PTA), 

your name and contact number. We really need your skills! 

 

Also, Lolly/donut sales will take place every Friday after half term (weather permitting) 

in the school playground from 3 -3:20pm - buy early to avoid disappointment!  

Finally, we are going to begin a long - term fundraiser for a multi-use sports hall to be 

built on the field. Watch this space for more details! 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/claire-glendon-higbee?utm_term=ydjpbYXdy
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May 

31st May - 6th June - Half Term 

 

June 

10th June - Year 4 Sharing Assembly 

10th June—RSE Working Party 

14th June—Class Photo  

15th June—Parent Forum 

17th June- Year 3 Sharing Assembly  

 

July 

1st July—KS1 Sports Day  

2nd July—KS2 Sports Day 

6th July—End of Year Reports to be given  

7th July—Class Swap Day & Parent Evening 

8th July— Year 6 Concert 2pm 

16th July—Last day of term, school closes at 2pm  

16th July—Class parties  

 

 


