
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

William Torbitt Primary School 
 

Eastern Avenue, Newbury Park, Ilford, Essex, IG2 7SS 
Tel:  020 8599 1209 
Fax: 020 8599 6227 

www.williamtorbitt.org.uk 
 

Headteacher:  Mrs Paven Kettory 

Executive Headteacher:  Mrs Clare Pike 

1st March 2021 
 
Dear Torbitt Family, 
 
I am writing to you to provide further clarification around the re-opening so that you can be better 
prepared. We expect all children from nursery upwards to return for the first day of school opening, 
on Monday 8th March. A separate letter will be sent to the parents of our new children who joined 
Nursery in January. 
 
From Monday 8th January, school attendance becomes statutory and any absence could lead to a 
fine.  
 
Reception children will have a hot meal in the hall every day. For the rest of the school we will 
continue to operate a week on week off rota in terms of which classes will be using the dining hall at 
lunchtimes. The week commencing the 8th will be week A which will mean that Year1, Year 3 and 
Year 5 will be eating a hot meal in the dinner hall. In the week that children are not eating their lunch 
in the dining hall they will be eating their lunch in their classroom. A hot food option will be available 
for all children. You are still very welcome to provide your child with a packed lunch.  A new lunch 
food menu will be being sent out to parents and will be saved on our school website.  
 
You can pre-order lunches in the usual way by visiting the Hungry Minds website 
https://www.feedinghungryminds.co.uk/primary-schools/  
 
Children will be playing with their class mates in a zoned area for their Year Group. The children will 
sanitise their hands before touching any of the equipment or apparatus.  
 
Please ensure that you adhere to social distancing measures and maintain a two-meter distance at 
all times whilst you are on the school site, in and around the school’s gates and the perimeter of the 
school. The following link will take you to guidance on safe travel: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data 
/file/956093/Coronavirus_safer_travel_easy_read_guidance.pdf 
 
As communicated before the Christmas break we will be relaxing our uniform policy and would like 
to encourage children to come to school in a white polo t-shirt with grey tracksuit bottoms, shorts or 
leggings, a blue jumper or cardigan and comfortable plain black trainers or shoes. We ask that all 
items of clothing are free from logos and clearly labelled with your child’s name. These measures 
have been put into place so that we are able to reduce the need for children to change their clothes 
whilst they are at school and so that we are able to make as much use of our outdoor learning 
space as possible. For our older children we understand that as their bodies begin to change they 
may perspire more and we will therefore be allowing them to bring a change of top if they wish to do 
so. 
 
We would like to encourage children in Key stage 2 (Year 3 –Year 6) to wear a face covering whilst 
in school. This is not compulsory but it is something that we encourage. You may also need to 
practice this with your child if they have not worn a face mask before.  
 

https://www.feedinghungryminds.co.uk/primary-schools/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data%20/file/956093/Coronavirus_safer_travel_easy_read_guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data%20/file/956093/Coronavirus_safer_travel_easy_read_guidance.pdf


 
 

 

 

In Summary: 
 

• All adults to wear masks when entering the school playground for drop off and collection 

times, unless you have exceptional circumstances. There should be no gathering at all.  

• Please do not stop to speak to your child’s class teacher or other parents whilst on the 

school site. This is because we need a smooth transition of parents through the playground 

to ensure the safety of all. 

• Children are not to visit any other household indoors until the next government review date. 

• We will be ensuring all classes are well ventilated. 

• Handwashing and sanitising routine for all classes will continue.  

• Children must not be sent to school if they have a new persistent cough, temperature or loss 

of taste and smell.  

• If a member of the household develops symptoms the children must not come to school until 

the results of the test are known. 

• Please ring the school number and use the designated phone line if you have a positive 

case in your household. 

• Families must be prepared for their child having to isolate as part of a class bubble in the 

event of a positive case. 

• Minimise staff working across year groups and have additional risk assessments for these 

staff. 

• Cleaning routines to be throughout the day. 

Please, talk with your child about coming back to school and how familiar everything will be to them 
on their return. Most things will be the same as when they left at the end of the autumn term and lots 
of time will be given in the first few days to talk about any worries and emotional anxiety from 
lockdown and Covid. Please make sure that you child’s class teacher is aware of any emotional 
needs that your child may have, so that we can meet their needs in the school setting. 
  
Please, be reminded that the school office will remain closed unless you have an appointment. You 
will need to call or email any questions or concerns. 
 
School will finish for the Easter break at 1:45pm on Thursday 1st April.  
 
I look forward to greeting and welcoming you all back on Monday 8th January.  
 
Thank you,  
 

 
 
Paven Kettory 
Headteacher 
 


