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26th February 2021 
 
 
School Re-Opening 
 
 
Dear Torbitt Family 
 
I hope you and your family are safe and well at this difficult time, and I thank you for your continued 
support of the national response to the Covid-19 pandemic.  
 
Many of you will have heard the Prime Minister setting out the government’s position that from 
Monday 8th March, all children will return to school. The government has confirmed that school 
attendance will therefore be mandatory again from that date and pupils of compulsory school age 
must be in school unless a statutory reason applies. This means that the usual rules on school 
attendance will again apply, including the powers to impose sanctions and fixed penalty notices. 
 
From 8th March we will re-introduce the one-way system for morning drop off and afternoon 
collection. Gates will open in the morning at 8.40am and in the afternoon at 3.20pm. Children can 
be collected at the end of the day from their designated year group point between 3.20pm – 3.30pm.  
 
The Breakfast and After School Club, run by Simply Out Of School, will also be returning from 8th 
March.  
 
Further clarification regarding the re-opening of our school will be sent to you next week. 
 
We would like to remind all parents and carers who are entering the school site to please set an 
example to our children by following the current national restrictions, following social distance rules, 
and wearing a face covering (mask or visor), unless you have a medical exemption. As a result of 
us all working together, we successfully managed to limit the amount of cases in school during the 
Autumn Term. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to remind you that our next Parent Forum will be taking place via 
zoom on Tuesday 2nd March at 9.30am. If you have any questions that you would like addressed at 
the forum, please email them in advance of the forum to the admin mailbox, thus avoiding any 
duplication of questions (admin.williamtorbitt@redbridge.gov.uk).  The Parent Forum is an 
opportunity for us to celebrate together what has worked well and also suggestions on how we can 
make our school even better. Any concerns or questions you have regarding the re-opening of our 
school will be addressed in the information that will follow next week.     
 
Parents Evening will take place on Wednesday 17th March via zoom. Please be aware that school 
will finish for all pupils at 1.45pm to allow this event to start promptly from 2.00pm. Please 
ensure that you have made arrangements for your child to be collected at 1.45pm on this day. 
 

http://admin.williamtorbitt@redbridge.gov.uk


 
 

 

 

All appointments for Parents Evening should be booked via Parentmail. The booking system will go 
live from Tuesday 2nd March at 8.00am. If you experience any problems booking your appointment 
online, please contact the school office who will be able to assist you. 
 
We have had some fantastic feedback around our Remote Learning, with many of you stating how 
well your child has engaged with the class zoom lessons and how supportive children have found 
the smaller group sessions. This has also been a vital tool in helping our children to maintain 
contact not only with their teachers and learning support staff, but more importantly with their 
friends.  
 
Some comments from parents have included: 
 

• Providing a structured timetable with a variety of work 

• Our child’s teacher shows a lot of concern for the care and well being of our child 

• Clear communication, regular onlilne classes and engaging the kids during the classes 

• Regular zoom meetings, timetable is well thought out, Oaks Academy is excellent, rising 
starts is great resource, not giving extra homework for weekends has helped give us more 
family time 

• Smaller groups and focusing on children who may be falling behind, I feel this has helped my 
child tremendously 

• I receive daily emails with activities to do with my little one, although I don’t have time to post 
it on db. But it keeps us busy 

• The school is managing to cope with the challenging situation and the kids are not 
completely missing out on their studies 

• The live lessons are welcomed as the children get to see their friends and their teachers on 
a regular basis 

 
Everyone at school is looking forward to welcoming all our lovely children back on 8th March and 
myself and the senior leadership team will be outside to greet you.  
 
Thank you again for your continuing support in keeping our community safe, together we will get 
through this. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Paven Kettory 
Headteacher 
 


