
 

Dear Torbitt  Family, 

I would like to start by 

saying ‘well done’ to all 

of you in persevering 

and the resilience that 

you are all showing 

during this pandemic - 

you are doing a great 

job! As a mother of three 

teenagers I understand 

the challenges you have 

in motivating and 

getting your children to 

complete their school 

work. Please, if you need 

support, contact us and 

we will find a way 

forward together.  

Our teachers and 

support staff have been 

amazing, juggling their 

own children’s 

schoolwork and 

demands as well as 

ensuring our pupils get 

the best provision—

something so many of 

you have commented 

on. We know that we 

have set a lot of work 

but we just ask you all to 

do your best. Everyone’s 

circumstances are 

different and we 

understand that. - the 

mental health of your 

children and families 

must come first. 

Through my Friday 

assemblies I have 

recently covered both 

Martin Luther King Day 

and Holocaust Memorial 

Day. It is so important 

that we help children 

learn about  and reflect 

on the lessons of the 

past, and  whilst topics 

such as racism, genocide 

and injustice can be 

uncomfortable and need 

to be handled carefully, 

they also present a great 

opportunity to help our 

pupils think through 

and understand their 

own rights and 

freedoms., so do please 

ensure they log on each 

week to participate. 

These assemblies 

also share the weekly 

Stars Of The Week, as 

well as the class with the 

greatest attendance, so 

do use this to encourage 

your children to keep 

trying their best. 

We hope we will soon be 

able to host the 

previously postponed 

Parent Forum to give 

you the chance to share 

your views and 

feedback, and we will 

also be offering a virtual 

‘coffee morning’ where 

parents & carers can 

have a chat and share 

how you are coping with 

others who are in the 

same position. Details 

for the coffee mornings 

have been sent out via 

parentmail.   

We hope that we will be 

able to welcome children 

back to school in March, 

but until then do 

continue in the great job 

you are all doing , stay 

well and stay safe. 

Mrs Paven Kettory, 

Acting Headteacher  

Upcoming Events 

• 1st  -  7th February   

Children’s Mental 

Health Week 

• Virtual Coffee Mornings 

• 15th  -  19th February 

Half Term  

• 1st April                        

Last day of Spring Term  

• 2nd  -  16th April       

Easter Holiday 

• 19th April                   

First day of Summer 

Term 
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Key Stage 2 

Nabil’s diary writing from the point of view of a character  has 

shown that it is possible to produce well developed and high quality 

pieces of writing even if your are stuck  working from home. 



Hi, my name is Amy Szwaba and I 

am William Torbitt’s Special 

Educational Needs Coordinator 

(usually simply referred to as the 

SENCO).   

I work as part of the inclusion 

team, where I co-ordinate 

additional support for pupils who 

have an identified special 

educational need. I work closely 

with parents, teachers, and any 

other professionals who are 

involved with them. 

Above all, I am an advocate for 

our children and will always make 

sure that decisions are made in 

their best interests. 

Here are some of the things that 

my work  to support pupils with 

SEN and their families includes:  

• Meeting with parents and 

school staff to discuss concerns 

around a child’s needs and 

consider whether support 

above and beyond that of a 

class teacher is required. 

• Refering children to other 

professionals e.g. speech and 

language therapy or 

occupational therapy, either to 

hep diagnose an issue or where 

we feel the child would benefit 

from external support.  

• Arranging SEN support for 

pupils within the classroom, 

organising and training our in-

school  school staff to deliver 

this.  

• Co-ordinating meetings 

between parents, school staff 

and other professionals to 

ensure that pupil's needs are 

well understood and discussed. 

• Reviewing pupil’s individual 

targets with parents, school 

staff and other professionals to 

help gauge their progress and 

decide upon next steps. 

• Supporting families with the 

EHCP (educational, health care 

plan) application process—the 

route through which pupils 

receive specific funding for 

their needs. 

If you have any concerns about 

your child’s learning, social or 

emotional needs, the first step is 

always to speak to their class 

teacher—they will be able to 

discuss any concerns with you, 

monitoring and providing 

feedback. For most pupils, 

difficulties in learning can be 

addressed at an early stage simply 

through prompt intervention by 

their teacher. However, where a 

need is greater, or class based 

interventions are not effective, 

they will refer the concern to 

myself and the inclusion team. 

Meet the SENCO 
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A reminder about staying active 

Whilst we all know we 

need to follow the 

guidance and avoid 

mixing with others, it is 

still really important  

that children spend time 

outside, exercising, 

playing, and staying 

active—so do please try 

and go for a walk each 

day. Visit a park, go to 

the woods, even just 

explore the 

neighborhood a bit. 

Walking, cycling 

scooting—anything you 

can do to keep your 

children active will help 

them to focus better on 

their work when they 

are learning and help 

you all to cope better in 

the lockdown generally 



William Torbitt Primary School 

Eastern Avenue 

Newbury Park 

IG2 7SS 

 

FEBRUARY 2021 

w/c 01/02 Mental Health Awareness 

02/02 EYFS Virtual Coffee Morning 

04/02 Y1&2 Virtual Coffee Morning 

05/02 Chinese New Year 

07/02 Charles Dickens Day 

09/02 Y3&4 Virtual Coffee Morning 

11/02 Y5&6 Virtual Coffee Morning 

w/c 15/02 HALF TERM HOLIDAY 

 

MARCH 2021 

Mid Year Report and Parent Consutlation —

date to be confirmed 

 

APRIL 2021 

01/04 Last day of Spring Term 

02/04—16/04 EASTER HOLIDAY 

19/04 First day of Summer Term 

Phone: 0208 599 1209 

admin.williamtorbitt@redbridge.gov.uk 

 

www.williamtorbitt.org.uk 

 

Spring Term Overview 


