
 

Dear Torbitt Family,   

Whilst is was a shame that 

we had to cancel our 

Festival of Light and 

International Evening, 

November has still been 

an exciting month across 

the school, with pupils 

participating in Children 

in Need, Day Glow Day 

and Anti-Bullying week. 

Parents and children have 

also enjoyed our ‘Sharing 

Assemblies’ which allow 

parents a further  glimpse 

into what their child is 

doing in school.  

I would like to thank all 

those parents who are 

continuing to support the 

school by wearing their 

masks, following the one 

way system and giving 

those around them 

enough space , and to 

encourage  each of you to 

prioritise your children's’ 

attendance—their 

learning is so important. 

I would also like to say a 

big thank you to the 

parents who attended our 

recent parent forum. Your 

input is so valuable in 

helping us move the 

school forward, and we 

are always encouraged by 

your positive comments—

these really raise the 

moral of our wonderfully 

dedicated staff, 

particularly during these 

difficult and anxious 

times.  As ever we are 

always available and 

ready to talk  - just ring 

the office or catch SLT 

members outside! 

Stay safe and stay well, 

Mrs Paven Kettory, 

Acting Headteacher  

Upcoming Events 

• Reception Virtual Open 

Evening                

Tuesday 1st Dec 

• Y3 Sharing Assembly          

Thursday 3rd Dec 

• Christmas Jumper Day 

Tuesday 15th Dec 

• Last Day of Term     

Friday 18th Dec     

(2pm finish) 

WTPS joins Twitter! 

The Early Years Team 

have set up a Twitter 

Feed so that parents can 

share in  all the fantastic 

learning taking place in 

Nursery & Reception. At 

a time where we are 

unable to welcome you 

into the school itself 

we’re excited to offer 

you this new way to see 

inside our classrooms. 

Why not log in  and 

follow us! 
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Forest School has had another 

awesome month at William 

Torbitt! We have seen new groups 

take part across all year groups 

and it has been wonderful seeing 

children around the school asking 

to take part in more 

outdoor activities! 

A big focus for this month 

has been the autumnal leaf 

fall which has decorated 

our landscape with a 

smattering of browns, reds, 

yellows and pale greens. The 

children have been using this 

to create their own Autumn 

Decorations! These could be 

later painted or used for any 

celebrations, the 

limits of creativity 

are endless! The 

crafting of these 

decorations worked 

well to develop the 

children’s fine 

motor skills as well 

as enjoy learning 

about the huge 

variety of leaves and trees they 

have in their school!  

The table opposite gives 

some idea of how much 

learning time a pupil can 

lose just being a few 

minutes late every day—as 

you can see it quickly adds 

up! Let’s all try to be in on 

time and ready to learn by 

9:00am every daty 

Whilst we understand that the 

ongoing Covid 19 epidemic has 

made everyone's lives more 

difficult, the learning time pupils 

have already lost over the past six 

months means that it’s also more 

important than ever that they are 

as school as often as possible, and 

that they arrive on time each day. 

Fun in the Forest 

Attendance Matters!  

As a ‘Rights Respecting’ school 

this is at the very heart of our 

ethos —we always seek to put the 

needs of our pupils at the 

forefront of our decision making, 

seeking to ensure that all of our 

children have what 

they need to 

survive, grow, 

participate and 

fulfil their potential. 

Article 3 of the UN Convention on 

the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) 

states that the best interests of a 

child must be a key 

factor in any 

decision taken 

regarding that 

child.  

Rights Respecting Article of the Month—Article 3 
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‘In all decisions and actions that concern children, the best 

interests of the child shall be a primary consideration’ 



Mae Carol Jemison (born October 

17, 1956) is an American engineer, 

physician, and former NASA 

astronaut. She became the first 

black woman to travel into space 

when she served as a mission 

specialist aboard the Space Shuttle 

Endeavour, orbiting the Earth for 

nearly eight days between 

September 12–20, 1992. 

Born in Alabama and raised in 

Chicago, Jemison graduated from 

Stanford University with degrees 

in chemical engineering as well as 

African and African-American 

studies. She then earned her 

medical degree from Cornell 

University. Jemison was a doctor 

for the Peace Corps in Liberia and 

Sierra Leone from 1983 until 1985 

and worked as a general 

practitioner before becoming 

applying to become an astronaut, 

and since returning form space 

has set up her own education 

foundation.  

We hope that learning about Mae 

helps our pupils to aim for the 

stars too! 

Year 1 - Isabella G, Nuraiz M, Fahim M, Zahidah H, Rishaan G, Elizabeth D, Stefan G, Saskia, A, Sofia B, 

Fatima I 

Year 2 - Yaseen R, Marcus P, Meryem K, Kelvin N,  Amna, A ,Philip, K,  Zain U, Enayah A 

Year 3 - Gabriel S, Lorena P, Ammar S, Jyadur C, Zainab H, Mikha'il H  

Year 4 - Hassan B, Samiha H, Usman M, Kyle V, Summaya K, Akshath NK, Rayn M, Luca C, Haashim K, 

Ishaq P, Zara D, Simonas G 

Year 5 - Ajeshan, Musab, Chi Chi L, Eva L, Abrar P, Laksha V, Zahra S, Takairo B, Neehan C, Inaaya A 

   

This Month’s Fantastic Figure—Mae Jemison 

Well done to all our ‘Stars of the Week’ this month! 

Goldilocks! The children had a 

great time exploring the ‘crime 

scene’  and asking the characters 

lots of questions as part of their 

learning around traditional tales. 

You can find out more about life 

in Early Years by following our 

Twitter account. 

The children in Reception got a 

shock when three (somewhat 

familiar looking) bears came to 

visit, along with their friend 

Bears visit Reception! 
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Having to work from home is hard 

in most jobs, but for teachers it 

presents a particular challenge—

how can you support pupils when 

your not even in the same room as 

them? Fortunately for pupils in 

4W, when Mrs Natha found out 

that she was required to shield for 

health reasons she stepped up to 

the challenge, and convinced that 

continuing to work with a teacher 

who knew and understood them 

was the best option, she has been 

teaching her class remotely via 

video link! With the help of 

other staff members in the 

classroom (who have been 

responsible for ensuring pupil’s 

safety and supporting them at 

their desks) Mrs Natha has 

continued to provide her pupils 

with high quality lessons and 

learning—a fantastic achievement  

and one we want to recognize and 

thank her for. 

Overcoming obstacles in Year 4 

Since joining the school in 

September as our Art Specialist 

Mrs Harper has been helping 

pupils across the school to 

produce some wonderful pieces of 

work, and the skills children have 

been developing within her 

lessons have left even them 

amazed at what they are able to 

produce! From Aboriginal style 

paintings utilizing a pointillist 

technique to fantastic starscapes 

using mixed media chalks and 

paint, street art inspired graffiti to 

geometric collage based around 

tessellation, pupils have been 

producing work of real  quality 

and there is always a palpable 

buzz of excitement around the art 

room, as pupils develop not just 

their  artistic skills, but also their 

knowledge of different artists, 

artworks and history, whilst also 

developing  in areas such as focus, 

patience and resilience. We can’t 

wait to see what Mrs Harper will 

have them producing next! 

Curriculum Focus - Art 
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“I’m always excited about 

our art lessons” 

‘It’s like she’s here in 

the room with us”  



This term we have introduced 

‘Pupil Conferences’ across Years 2 

to 6.  A pupil conference is like  a 

parents’ evening appointment, but 

for pupils instead of grown ups!  

Each pupil gets to meet with their 

class teacher one-on-one to talk 

about how they are getting on, 

how they feel about their learning 

and to be set some targets to work 

towards, with the teacher taking 

the time to explain what these are 

and how to meet them. 

This term the conferences took 

place whilst classes were 

completing activities celebrating 

‘Black History Month,  looking at 

the impact and contribution that 

black lives , both famous and less 

well known, have had on our 

society.  

We encourage you to ask your 

child about both what they learnt 

through these 

activities and 

about what their 

new targets are.  

Pupil Conferences - What are they? 

Staying Safe and Staying Well 

crossing roads. By wearing vibrant 

and bold colours  we can make it 

easier for drivers to see people 

crossing the road, but remember, 

the safest way to cross is at a 

proper crossing. 

 

Yaseera & Angel—Year 6 

On Friday 20th November ‘Day 

Glow Day’ took  place across 

William Torbitt school. Students 

were asked to dress up in bright, 

fluorescent colors to spread 

awareness around road safety. We 

are all aware of how dark it is 

beginning to get after school and 

the extra risk this creates when 

Pupil Report - Day Glow Day 
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“Stay Seen, 

Stay Safe” 

to help do this is by launching a 

new newsletter entitled ‘Stay Safe, 

Stay Well’ to help keep parents 

informed about a range of issues 

including online safety, promoting 

mental health, and where to access 

help and support regarding a 

range of challenges that we all face 

from time to time. 

A new edition should come out 

every term, with the first due to be 

published in a week or two –we 

hope it proves helpful! 

Mrs Fordham 

(Safeguarding Lead) 

Whilst you know that we take the 

safety and wellbeing of our pupils 

in school very seriously, we also 

want to care for our wider 

community too and are always 

here to offer help, support and 

advice should you need it.  

One of the ways in which we hope 



William Torbitt Primary School 

Eastern Avenue 

Newbury Park 

IG2 7SS 

17th November 

 Parent Forum 9:30am via Zoom 
 
19th November 

 Year 5 Sharing Assembly (video link 
will be sent to parents via parentmail) 

 11+ Tuition for Year 5 (3:30pm - 
5:30pm) 

 
26th November 

 Year 4 Sharing Assembly (video link 
will be sent to parents via parentmail) 

 
7th December 

 Reception Topic Finale 
 
15th December 

 Christmas Jumper Day 
 
18th December 

 Last Day of Autumn Term – School 
Finishes at 2:00pm 

 
4th January 

 First Day of Spring Term 

4th November 

 Pupil Individual Photographs 
 
5th November 

 Year 1 Sharing Assembly (video link 
will be sent to parents via parentmail) 

 11+ Tuition for Year 5 (3:30pm - 
5:30pm) 

 
6th November 

 Reception Fairy-tale Ball Fancy Dress 
Day 

 
10th November 

 Flu Vaccinations 
 
12th November 

 Year 6 Sharing Assembly 

 11+ Tuition for Year 5 (3:00pm - 
5:30pm) 

 
16th November 

 Anti Bullying & Road Safety 
Week 

 

Phone: 0208 599 1209 

admin.williamtorbitt@redbridge.gov.uk 

 

www.williamtorbitt.org.uk 

 

Autumn Term Overview 


