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Newslet ter  
Welcome back to school and to Year 1.  The first books we will be exploring 

this term are  ‘The Naughty Bus’ and ‘Where the Wild Things Are’. These 

link to our topic, Going on a Journey  where we are learning about 

transport and travel.  

Over the course of the term, we will be  talking about journeys children 

have made or would like to make, learning about different kinds of 

transport used all around the world and making maps of real and imagined 

journeys. 

The first term in Year One is a time of transition, as children move gradually towards more formal and independent ways 

of learning.  At the start of term, it will feel similar to Reception as children work mainly in small focus groups with a 

teacher or classroom assistant or complete child initiated tasks.  Over the course of the term,  we will be introducing more 

whole class lessons, whilst continuing to support the children when appropriate in group work.  Children will be expected 

to concentrate for increasing periods of time on the carpet and most will be able to work on some tasks independently by 

the end of term. 

GEOGRAPHY / HISTORY                                                 

We will be looking at how and why we go on journeys and 

learning about transport from the past.  We will also learn how 

to use simple maps, atlases and globes. In class we will make 

maps to record our journeys to school and other places. 

ART / TECHNOLOGY                               

In Technology we will  learn how to 

design and make a junk model vehicle. In Art we will 

use a range of media to create pictures, collages and 

paintings in different styles linked to transport. 

SCIENCE                                                                      

We will be learning about the 

weather and seasonal changes.  We 

will carry out a simple investigation 

and learn how to record daily 

weather conditions. 

MUSIC  -  We will be learning how to:  

• Clap out simple rhythms 

• Use instruments to play simple rhythms 

• Sing different types of 

songs 

HOME LEARNING                                                                                                                               

The home learning grid will allow your child to independently complete home-learning. 

At the beginning of the term your child will have a grid with a variety of tasks to complete over the half term.  

Each week your child chooses which activity they would like to complete. When they finish it, they can bring 

them into school and share with the rest of the class and the teacher.  

At the end of the half term, the children will receive a feedback sheet from the teacher commenting on all the work they have 

completed through that half term.  

 If you have any questions, please speak to your child’s class teacher.                                   
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PE  
 
PE will take place both indoor 

(dance / gymnastics) and 

outdoor (variety of sports).  

This term, children will not be required to 

change for PE, please ensure your child comes 

to school wearing appropriate footwear, their PE 

t-shirt and jogging bottoms on PE days 

RE and SRE  

In our unit of work called ‘All About Me’ the children will 

have the chance to talk about 

their friends and families and 

share the things they like doing.  

We will be thinking about why it 

is important to listen to others, 

and to think carefully about the 

words that we use. 

In RE, we will be finding out more about the festival of 

Diwali and how it is celebrated. Towards the end of term, 

we will be learning about how Christians prepare for 

Christmas and why it is such an important festival to 

them. 

READING 

For children to make good progress in their reading, they 

should read for a short period of time everyday. To help the 

children keep track of what they read and                                      

develop their independence, they have a reading journal. 

Inside your child’s reading journal you will also find 8 pages full 

of learning aids to support your child in English, please          

encourage your child to use these regularly.  

What should you do:                                                                  

Please can you sign or initial in your child’s reading journal to 

agree that your child has completed their reading that day. This 

will ensure that their effort is recognised and they receive their 

reading journal mark on their chart. Children should have a    

record of reading a minimum of 5 times per week. 

What the teacher will do:                                                                                                             

You child’s reading journal will be checked regularly and the 

class reading chart will be updated. Each time your child reads 

25 times they will receive a certificate. Once they have reached 

200, they will be entered into a prize draw to win a kindle! 

If you have any questions regarding reading journals, please do 

not hesitate to ask your child’s class teacher. 

MATHS                                                                                             

Year 1 pupils have a login and password to DB  Primary so 

that they can access the Year 1 virtual room as well as 

other information about the school.  Here you will find 

more information about the  curriculum as well as links to 

games and activities which  you might find helpful when 

supporting your child’s learning at home.   

Some weeks, an additional home learning 

task may be set via DB Primary to         

reinforce work done in school. 

Age Appropriate Material  

Can we remind   parents / carers that children should only be 

watching age  appropriate films  -  U, PG or 12A (if accompanied 

by an adult). Please also be vigilant regarding children viewing    

inappropriate music videos online and access to age               

appropriate video games.  
 

 

Maths                                                          
Over the term we will be focusing on number facts. You 

can support your child by helping them with: 

• Having instant recall of their number bonds up to 

10 and 20. 

• Number formation  

• Counting forwards and backwards (10, 20 and 

beyond) 

• Counting in 2’s and 10’s.  

• One more and one less  of a given number up to 20.  

Useful maths websites:  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zjxhfg8 


