
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

William Torbitt Primary School 
 

Eastern Avenue, Newbury Park, Ilford, Essex, IG2 7SS 
Tel:  020 8599 1209 
Fax: 020 8599 6227 

www.williamtorbitt.org.uk 
 

Acting Headteacher:  Mrs Paven Kettory 

Executive Headteacher:  Mrs Clare Pike 

20th March 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We are writing to you, following our last day of school as we know it for the foreseeable future.  We are 

living through a very unusual time as the world tries to stop the spread of the Coronavirus and we want you 

to know, that whilst we are not available in person in the same way that we have been, we are still very 

much, your school and your community.  It is just going to look quite different for a while.   

Over the next 4 weeks we will be operating a skeletal school, open only to the children who belong to the 

categories identified by the Government.  For this period of time we have provided your children with a pack 

of learning resources, an exercise book and a list of activities that they could be doing.  We have also 

provided a timetable that you may find helpful, but ultimately you will need to find a way that works best for 

you and your family.   

We have suggested to the children that maybe this would be a good time to learn some new skills and for 

you to share your skills with the children.  Maybe you have an old sewing machine you could dust off or you 

have a signature dish you could teach your child to make.  Teach your child to make your favourite breakfast 

so that later in the year you can order breakfast in bed!  

From the 20th April, we will be aiming to provide a more structured form of learning for your children.  What 

this will look like is still unclear at the moment.  We are working hard as senior leaders to consider what is 

manageable and appropriate to support your child to continue with some of their formal learning and to 

have some contact with their teachers.  

The Government has made it very clear that they want everyone to stay in their houses so that they can stay 

safe and keep the virus from spreading any further.  This means that you can’t go and visit friends or family.  

We are very aware that this may feel very lonely or unsettling for some of you and reach out to you, not only 

as your school, but as your friends at this time.  Please do not be alone and please do not hesitate to ask us 

for help.  We can talk on the phone, answer emails, signpost you to support for food if you need it.  The 

Government has said there will be a national voucher scheme.  When we have more information about 

whether schools will be involved in processing this, we will let you know.   

We have spoken at length to your children about the importance of hygiene.  Please support us by 

reinforcing the rules at home: 

• Keep washing your hands regularly and definitely before eating and after going to the toilet or after 

coughing or sneezing 

• Use your own towel for drying your hands and for washing/showering 

• Wipe down door handles and surfaces two or three times a day with an antibacterial spray 

 

Like you, our teachers and all the support staff are also having to make big changes in their lives.  Some of us 

will be able to come into work, some of us will be working from home, some of us will be caring for family 

members.  If you do need to contact a member of staff, you can email the admin team at 



 
 

 

 

admin@williamtorbitt.redbridge.sch.uk and we will pass the message on.  It may take a few days for us to 

reply. 

We are extremely proud of our school and all our pupils and we know that our school is great because we 

work well as a team with our parent community.  Now, more than ever, we need to join our forces and work 

through this unusual time.  There will be teething problems, there will be uncertainty, there will be tears but 

let’s also ensure we find the solutions, the hope and the laughter.  William Torbitt Families; we’ve got this!  

We are a great community and we will work through this time together.  

Look after yourselves.   

Love, 

Clare Pike, Paven Kettory, Ian Jeffery, Lisa Farrow, Aronke Kubweze, Sarah Fordham, Amy Szwaba and Ashley 
Burdett 
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