
Welcome to William Torbitt



One of the areas that I think we sometimes 

lose sight of is the real substance of education. 

Not the exam grades or the progress scores, 

important though they are, but instead the real 

meat of what is taught in our schools: the 

curriculum.

Education should be about broadening minds, 

enriching communities and advancing 

civilisation. Ultimately, it is about leaving the 

world a better place than we found it.

Amanda Spielman – Chief Inspector of Ofsted





 Member of staff on Early Years door daily – communication book

 Child’s planner – checked every day

 Appointments 

 Email school office-admin.williamtorbitt@redbridge.gov.uk

 Telephone – 020 8599 1209

 Text message service through parentmail

 Please ensure school has your up to date contact details

 check newsletter and website for regular dates

Home-School Communication



website: 

www.williamtorbitt.org.uk

http://www.williamtorbitt.org.uk/


8.45 Gates open

8.50  Class doors open and self registration 
(children encouraged to come into class without parents as soon as 
possible. Member of EY staff on the door each day)

9:00-9:20 Literacy carpet session.

9:20-10:00 Teacher-Led activities, indoors and 

outdoors

Plus Continuous Provision Activities 

11:45 –12:45 Lunch time

10:45-11:00 Tidy up time and songs

10:00-10:15 Snack time and topic time

10:15-10:45 Teacher-Led activities, indoors and 

outdoors

Plus Continuous Provision Activities 

11:00-11:40 Phonics 



What does the Early Years 
curriculum look like at William 
Torbitt?

The Early Years Foundation Stage (E.Y.F.S.) is the 
stage of education for children from birth to the end 

of the Reception year. 

It is based on the recognition that children learn best 
through play and active learning. 

This is a very important stage as it helps your child get 

ready for school as well as preparing them for their future 

learning and successes. From when your child is born up 

until the age of 5, their early years experience should be 

happy, active, exciting, fun and secure; and support their 

development, care and learning needs.



EYFS Curriculum



Linking all the areas of learning 

through a story book.



Outdoor learning



4 themes and principles of EYFS



The children are the reason why we are 
here. Every child is important!





Areas of learning in EYFS

Your child will be learning skills, acquiring new 
knowledge and demonstrating their understanding 
through 7 areas of learning and development

Children should mostly develop the 
3 prime areas first. 

These are: 
1. Communication and language

2. Physical development
3. Personal, social and emotional 

development. 

As children grow, the prime areas will 
help them to develop skills in 
4 specific areas. 
These are: 
1. Literacy; 
2. Mathematics; 
3. Understanding the world; and
4. Expressive arts and design. 



Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development

• become self-confident;

• have awareness of their own feelings and 
feelings of others;

• take an interest in things;

• become independent;

• tell the difference between right and wrong.

The children will be learning to:



Communication and Language 

• talk confidently and clearly;

• show awareness of listener

• enjoy listening to stories, songs and 
poems, showing good attention;

• follow instructions;

• answer questions about stories

The children will be learning to: 



Physical Development

• move confidently;

• control their body;

• handle equipment.

• use a pencil effectively.

• manage their own basic hygiene and 
personal needs including dressing and 
undressing independently

The children will be learning to:



Literacy

• Daily phonics sessions: phase 2, 3 and 
4

• read and write familiar words and 
sentences;

• Reading and retelling stories. 



Expectations in Writing – end of EYFS (age 5)

At the end of the Reception year a typical chid will have achieved the 

following 

Early Learning Goals with regard to writing:

•Literacy (Writing) - Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in 

ways which match their spoken sounds. They also write some irregular 

common words. They write simple sentences which can be read by 

themselves and others. Some words are spelt correctly and others are 

phonetically plausible.

•Physical Development (Moving and handling) - Children show good 

control and coordination in large and small movements. They handle 

equipment and tools effectively, including pencils for writing.

•Communication and Language (Speaking) - Children express themselves 

effectively…They develop their own narratives and explanations by 

connecting ideas or events.



Pencil grip

PD-MH 22-36 months Beginning to use three fingers (tripod grip) to 

hold writing tools

‘Pencil grip: Children who are developing strange pencil grips do so because they are desperately looking for 

a way to control their movements. The grip used by young children will usually improve as their hand 

movements become more controlled... It is quite hard to change pencil grip in older children and, so long as 

the grip works for the child, it is often best to leave it.’ (Making their mark – children’s early writing)



Mathematics

The children will be learning to: 

• develop an understanding of maths through stories, 
songs, games and imaginative play;

• become comfortable with numbers to at least 20;

• add and subtract;

• explore 2D and 3D shapes;

• use language related to height, weight, capacity, money 
and time (through practical activities).



Expectations in the EYFS maths curriculum – 40-60 months 

(Typical Reception child) 

Typically working 

with numbers up 

to 10 at this age 

phase



Understanding the World

• explore and find out about the world around 
them, asking questions about it;

• build with different materials, know about 
everyday technology and learn what it is used 
for;

• find out about past events in their lives and their 
families' lives; 

• find out about different cultures and beliefs. 

The children will be learning to:



Expressive Arts and Design

• colours and shapes

• Being creative

• role play             

• making music and singing songs

The children will explore:



Engagement with parents

• The EYFS team will keep you updated about your child’s progress and give 
you ideas to try out at home through daily conversations. 

• Phonics and reading support workshops 

• Maths workshops 

• Topic mornings



What can you do to help prepare your 
child for starting Reception? 

• Support your child to become independent.

• Read to them and read with them… every day! 

• Do things with them that involves you and your child talking together 
(English or your home language).

• Encourage children to be able to take off / put on their own clothes by 
themselves – in readiness for PE

• Clearly name and label any clothing / items which the children will bring 
into school and make sure the children can recognise their own belongings.

• Bring your child to the Reception Visit at the start of July.



What will the first few weeks 
look like?

There will be a large focus on;

• Children separating from their carer happily and confidently

• Encouraging children to choose activities to engage with in Reception

• Developing relationships and friendships with peers and staff



Thank you all for coming.


