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Year 5 are looking forward to another busy but fun-filled term at William Torbitt as we move on to a new topic 

for the Summer Term. We have all been working hard and the children have created some excellent work 

across the curriculum.  

New Term, New Topic! 

Our topic is ‘Crime and Punishment’, which covers a 

range of topics related to exploring our judicial system 

and investigating the history behind justice. We’ll be 

thinking and finding out about: Laws, trails, convicts 

and transportation. 

French 

This term we will be developing the pupils’ 

understanding of both written and spoken 

French, and 

encouraging them 

to speak and even 

begin writing 

more complex 

French sentences.  

English  

Our first core text for our new theme is ‘The Highwayman’, by Alfred 

Noyes. We are using this book particularly to study the effect of 

vocabulary on the reader, and how it can be used to create a sense of 

time and setting. 

Writing opportunities will include: narratives, 

character studies, setting descriptions and poetry. 

We will also be continuing to develop VCOP skills. 

In particular, how to apply a range of different  

punctuation correctly, including speech marks, 

commas, colons and brackets. 

Maths  

We will continue to study a wide range of 

topics in school, however we are also keen to 

help you child develop and practise their maths 

skills at home. Please encourage you child to 

learn and quickly recall all their times table up 

to 12 × 12 off by heart. Also  

encourage them to  practise 

their written methods for 

addition, subtraction, 

multiplication and division. 

Swimming 

All Year 5 children begin their swimming 

lessons this term.  Please can you ensure you 

provide your child with a towel, appropriate 

swim wear (only a one piece swim suit for girls 

and swimming trunks for boys will be allowed.  

Please note that baggy swimming shorts for 

girls are not permitted by the swimming 

instructors). No jewellery is to be worm during 

the lessons, and this does include stud 

earrings.  All Year 5 classes will swim on 

Wednesdays. Please speak to your child’s class 

teacher if you have any queries. 

History 

In the second half-term, our theme will be Greeks. In this unit of work, 

we will be investigating life in civilisations within Ancient Greece. We will 

be find out how people used to live, what they believed, 

what they left behind, and how they 

helped shape the world we live in 

now. This topic will include a visit 

from a very special time travelling 

guest! 

PE 

Please make sure that your child brings the appropriate PA kits as they 

will be going outside this term. During outdoors PE we will be learning a 

range of sports including tennis. 

PE Kit 

Indoor: black / blue shorts, white t-shirt, plimsolls 

Outdoor: tracksuit bottoms and top, trainers 
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Every Day Counts  

Well done to the following children who achieved 100% 

attendance last term: 

5W — Kotryna, Michale, Avani,, Suad, Krishen, Mohammed Ijaz, 

Anikzan, Armandas, Faizan 

 

5T — Laura, Zainab Samira, 

Balaskantha, Chynalei, Diana, 

Nayab, Rajmohan, Kaveen, Adib 

 

5P — Zaina, Adria, Samuel, Tulasi 

These children were all 

presented badges in assembly. 

Reading 

Pupils in Year 5 should read daily for a minimum of 20 

minutes, and their skills are best developed when a more 

experienced reader reads with them and discusses their 

book. All pupils have access to the school library from 

which they may borrow up to two books at a time. 

Reading Journals                                                                                                      

For children to make good progress in their reading, they 

should read for a short period of time everyday. To help 

the children keep track of what they read and                                      

develop their independence, they have a reading journal. 

What should you do:                                                                                                             

Please can you sign or initial in your child’s reading journal 

to agree that your child has completed their reading that 

day. This will ensure that their effort is recognised and 

they receive their reading journal sticker on their chart. 

What the teacher will do:                                                                                                            

Children will be asked to regularly share their reading 

journal with their teacher and discuss what they have 

read. This would also be an opportunity for the pupils to 

share their chosen, completed reading activities. 

If you have any questions regarding reading journals, 

please do not hesitate to ask your child’s class teacher. 

Reading Comprehension Practice 

Please ensure your child is practicing their 

comprehension skills at home on a 

regular basis. This is extremely 

important. Please see 

Mr Westlake for further 

information. 

3 May Polling Day (School Closed to pupils) 

7 May Bank Holiday (School Closed to pupils) 

23—4 May The Big Pedal Fortnight 

28 May Half Term Holiday Begin 

4 June INSET Day (School Closed to pupils) 

5 June Children back in School 

18—22 June William Torbitt 80th Year Celebration 

Week 

7 July PTA Grand Summer Fayre 

19 July Last Day of School for Pupils 

20 July  INSET Day (School Closed to pupils) 

23 July  Summer Holidays Begin 

Diary Dates 


