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Home Learning 

Home learning tasks will continue to 

be set every Friday and should be 

handed in by Wednesday the 

following week. The tasks are 

designed to support learning in class, 

so always encourage your child to 

‘have a go’. If they have any problems, 

please speak to your child’s class 

teacher. It is also important to keep 

practising the sounds we learn each 

week in phonics (handouts have been 

given), and practise reading every day. 

English 
Our core texts this term will be Toys in Space by Mini Grey and I am 

Henry Finch by Alexis Deacon. We will also use a range of information 

books to learn about the Great Fire of London and to find out about 

toys from the past.  

Please continue to read with your child as often as possible, as sharing 

books and stories will help to give them more ideas for their own 

writing.  Children should also be encouraged to make predictions 

about what might happen next in a book and give an opinion about the 

characters.   

With information books, they could tell you what was the most 

interesting things they found and show you how to use  features such 

as the contents page and the glossary. Comics, magazines and online 

stories are also very valid forms of reading and may encourage 

reluctant readers to read more.           
 

We will be learning to write in several different ways, including reports, 

writing stories and recounts. We will encourage the children to use the 

past tense correctly (Reminding children about ‘...ed’ endings and 

irregular verbs) and apply the spelling rules learnt in phonics to their 

own writing.   

Science 
At the beginning of term, we will continue to learn about 

different materials.  Our focus will be on carrying out 

practical tests, making predictions, collecting results and 

drawing simple conclusions.  We will be looking at how 

materials can be changed, and what properties make certain 

materials good for certain jobs. You can help with this at 

home by encouraging children to use the correct vocabulary 

for names and properties  materials and  give examples such 

as the one above of why they are used. Our second topic will 

be ‘Plants’. Children will learn about the life cycle of plants 

and trees and  find out how seeds grow. Children will look at 

and plant seeds and find out more about the plants in the 

environment around them.  If you have a garden, you could 

help your child to grow plants and 

seeds, or look out for different 

varieties in local parks. We will 

continue to look at how the 

seasons and weather change 

throughout the year, and learn the 

names of some familiar flowers. 

ICT 
Children will be using computers regularly throughout the term to research information for our science and history topics, and learning 

how to present information gathered. We will also be using simple writing and drawing programs to create posters and leaflets and will 

continue to practise word processing skills. Any opportunities that you have to allow your child to practise things such as opening and 

closing work, saving and retrieving work, as well as touch typing would be helpful. There are also maths and spellings games which we 

sometimes use in school that you might like to try: phonicsplay.co.uk ; bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1 

History 
We will be doing a lot of history this term.  

Over the first half term, as part of our 

topic ‘Toys’  we will be learning about the 

toys and games children played in the 

past.  This will not only give the children 

the opportunity to find out about toys 

from a long time ago, but also about 

more recently the toys and games their 

parents and grandparents enjoyed. This is 

an excellent opportunity for talking and sharing within your family, especially if you have 

photographs or even original toys kept by your family that you can show to them. It would be 

lovely if grandparents or older relatives could also be involved, as this will give children a 

clearer understanding of how toys have changed over he years. 

Later in the term, we will be learning all about the Great Fire of London. You might like to visit 

the Museum of London or The Monument to support the work we are doing in class. The 

Museum of London also has a very good website.  
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Maths 
We will continue to practise counting in 2s, 5s and 10s and start 

learning to use these times tables.  Children should keep practising 

adding numbers to 20 mentally, and learn partner numbers to 10 and 

20 (e.g. 13+7, 16+4, 15+5). They should also learn by heart doubles of 

numbers (up to 10+10) and halves of even numbers up to 20.  

Children should be able to read, write and compare numbers up to 

100, using words such as more and less and be able to say one and 

then ten more and less than a given number. They should know the 

days of the week and start  the months of the year. Children will 

continue to practise adding and taking away two digit numbers, using 

number lines, bead strings or other objects.  Some will begin to use 

simple written methods (number lines) to work out the answers. We 

will work on problem solving and simple investigations (eg how many 

different ways can you make the number 12?  If I have three silver 

coins how much money could I have?) Children should recognise 

common 2D and 3D shapes, and start to describe them using some 

correct maths words.  

 

We will learning about fractions and finding (½, ¼, ¾)of numbers and 

shapes.  We will also be learning how 

to find a missing number (eg. 3 +   = 

11,    - 2 = 10). 

As well as helping your child to practise 
these skills, you can support by 
encouraging them to explain what they 
are doing and how they are working 
out problems. Try to put maths in real 
life contexts, such as using money and 
working out change, or measuring and 
weighing in the kitchen. 

Physical Education 
In the first half of term, a dance teacher will be working with 

the children every Tuesday morning.  We are also fortunate to 

be working with a sports trainer to develop outdoor games 

skills.  We will therefore be going outside on Wednesday 

afternoons to take part in different sports and games activities. 

Please can you ensure that your child 

has his/her PE kit in school, with all 

items of clothing clearly labelled in a 

drawstring bag. For outdoor PE, 

trainers may be worn instead of 

plimsolls if preferred.     

Every Day Counts  
Well done to the following children who achieved 100% attendance last term. They all were rewarded with badges in assembly: 

1W —  Parthiv, Hassan, Abdulmuiz, Lukas, Millan, Raveen, Sabha 

1T — Jack, Levi, Alexandra, Summaya 

1P — Adelina-Elena, Umamah, Dhanishka, Ariele, Kyle 

1S — Naureen, Samiha, Aleeza, Ionut, Atharv, Daniel, Nishta 

Diary Dates 

RE and SRE  

this term we are looking at the following ares as part of our on-

going programme of SRE. Our topics are:  

 

•  Valuing ourselves and realising that everyone is different 

•  Choices and the responsibilities for those we make 

•  Developing growth mind-set and a positive attitude towards 

learning 

 

In RE, we will be concluding our work on 

what it means to be Christian with a visit 

to our local church (St Peter’s on 

Aldborough Road). We will also be 

looking at creation stories in 

different religions, and 

thinking about how we 

could create a perfect world. 

23rd April—4th May The Big Pedal Fortnight 

3rd May Polling Day (School Closed to Pupils) 

7th May Bank Holiday (School Closed) 

28th May—1st June Half Term Holiday 

4th June INSET Day (School Closed to Pupils) 

11th—15th June Y1 and Y2 Phonics Screening Week 

18th—22nd June William Torbitt 80th Year Celebration Week 

7th July  PTA Grand Summer Fayre 

19th July Last Day of School for Pupils 

Art & DT 
In Art, we will look closely at plants and 
flowers and use pencils, paints and pastels 
to draw still life pictures. 
In our DT project we will be making a simple 
moving toy.   


